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The Mother Angeline Society is dedicated to promoting the cause for beatification and 
canonization of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O. Carm, foundress of the 
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm and advancing her charism in the church.

In this 25th year of the introduction of the Cause of  
Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, we pay tribute  

to Bishop Howard Hubbard – our Bishop and friend.

      Twenty five years ago, on May 1, 1989, Mother M. Michael 
Rosarie, O. Carm., Superior General of the Congregation of 
the Carmelite Sisters, Sr. M. Kathleen Rosarie, O. Carm., Vicar 
General,  and Father Jude Meade, C.P. , appointed promoter of 
the Cause,  met with Bishop Howard Hubbard at his residence 
in Albany. The purpose of this meeting was to present a petition 
to the Bishop to undertake the first formal preliminary action 
according to the Norms to be Observed in Inquiries Made by 
Bishops in the Causes of Saints.  Bishop Hubbard, who knew 
Mother personally, had been a loyal supporter of this project with 
concerned interest and active participation. 

     In an unprecedented prompt reply of June 1, 1989, the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints notified The Most Reverend 
Howard Hubbard, that “on the part of the Holy See, there were 
no objections that the cause of canonization of the Servant of 
God, Mother Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory proceed according 
to existing legislation.” With the Bishop’s support Mother’s Cause 
continued to advance and on June 28, 2012, she was declared 
Venerable. 

      Bishop Hubbard was appointed Bishop of Albany by Pope Paul 
VI on February 2, 1977. He was the youngest bishop in the country 
at the time.  When Bishop Hubbard retired in the spring of this 
year, his tenure was the longest in the Diocese’s history, at 37 years. 
The Bishop is known for his dedication to working for society’s 
weakest and most vulnerable.

     Over the years Bishop Hubbard has been a special friend to the 
Carmelite Sisters of the Aged and Infirm.  In his Preface to Father 
Jude Mead’s book in September 8, 1989, Bishop Hubbard refers 
to Mother Angeline as “a remarkable woman who in our twentieth 
century exercised vigorous faith and leadership and unfailing 
reverence for the human dignity and individual needs of the elderly 
in the numerous foundations that grew from her initial vision and 
charism.”

     Part of the charism Mother Angeline bequeathed to her 
daughters and to the Church was her profoundly universal and 
sincere love and respect for Christ’s priests. Bishop Hubbard has 
been first and foremost a faithful Priest. We thank him for all he has 
done to advance the Cause of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa,  
O. Carm. and we promise him our continued prayers and 
friendship in his retirement.

Bishop Hubbard signing documents at the special 
Mass commemorating the closing of the Cause at 

the Diocesan level  in 2009.

Sr. M. Michael Rosarie, O. Carm,  
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard, D.D. and 
Mother M. Angeline Teresa, O. Carm.

Spring 2023

Commemorating the 39th Anniversary of the Birth and Death  
of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, O.Carm.

Exemplar of Hope
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No one would doubt that Pope Fran-
cis is a man who has many responsi-
bilities. He is the spiritual head of over 
1.3 billion Catholics worldwide and 
oversees the administration of a vast 
and complex Vatican bureaucracy. But 
one of the more important tasks the 
Pope has, and something that is often 
overlooked in all his meetings with 
foreign dignitaries and global travels, 
is to teach. As the Bishop of Rome, 
Pope Francis regularly takes time to 
instruct the faithful on various aspects 
of the Catholic faith. One way he car-
ries this out is by offering a series of 
catecheses on particular topics during 
his weekly general audiences. He has 
previously addressed themes related to 
hope, faith, discernment, and St. Jo-
seph. Just last year, he gave a series of 
18 short talks about the meaning and 
value of old age. As an admittedly not 
young man himself, the topic was par-
ticularly personal to him, and he not-
ed that we are living in an age when 
there has never been as many elderly 
as there are now. He went on to state 
that even though there are so many el-
derly people among us, they are not as 
valued and appreciated as they should 
be since they are not considered “pro-
ductive” by societal standards. He asks 
“But is it true that youth contain the 
full meaning of life, while old age sim-
ply represents its emptying and loss? 
Is that true? Only youth has the full 
meaning of life, and old age is the 
emptying of life, the loss of life?” 

The wisdom and experience of the 
elderly is often overlooked and un-
acknowledged; their opinions are 

resented by those who feel that they 
“have had their time already and now 
need to step out of the way.” This frag-
mentation between the young and old, 
Pope Francis says, is contrary to God’s 
plan for humanity, and does both old 
and young a grave disservice. Both 
groups have something important to 
offer the other: the elderly have wis-
dom and experience, and the young 
have enthusiasm and hope. Pope 
Francis expresses this imaginatively as 
he says “the elderly are like the roots 
of a tree; they have the history there, 
and the young are like the flowers and 
the fruit.“ Both are necessary for the 
tree not to just survive, but to thrive. 
And for the tree of humanity to thrive, 
there must be a conversation between 
the young and old, an ongoing and 
deep relationship where both are given 
the time and space to share. If the old 
stay mired in their ruminations about 
their idealized past, then the young 
will simply spend more time looking 
down at their phones. But when the 
old and young are brought together, 
and allow the other to speak from their 
experience, the separation between 
the generations can be overcome. The 
young can reverence the experience of 
the old, and the old can support the 
young in their dreams for the future. 

Mother Angeline points to her own 
relationship with her grandfather as 
the initial inspiration for her vocation 
to serve the elderly. As a young girl, 
she was able to recognize and appre-
ciate the great gift that the elderly are 
to us. Rather than being “throwaway 
material”, Mother Angeline whole-

heartedly believed “that old people 
whether they are 65 or 85 or 100, 
have a great need for individual care.” 
It is Mother’s guiding philosophy that 
the elderly are entitled to spend their 
final years in a loving, home-like set-
ting that still provides the foundation 
for the homes that Carmelite Sisters 
of the Aged and Infirm, and their 
lay associates administer. May we, as 
Pope Francis asks us, be able to see the 
beauty and importance of being old, 
and follow Mother Angeline’s exam-
ple seeing the person of Christ in each 
and every old person.

From the Pen of
Brother Robert Chiulli, O.Carm.

Interested in  
Religious Life?  

Contact Sister Mary 
O’Donovan, O.Carm.
If you or someone you know  

is thinking of a religious vocation  
and interested in our ministry  
to the elderly as a Carmelite  

Sister for the Aged and Infirm,  
contact our vocation director  

at srmaryod@stmhcs.org  
or call 518-537-5000.
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Dear Members of the 
Mother Angeline Society,

I am happy to greet you within this 
first issue of the Mother Angeline So-
ciety Bulletin for 2023. We very much 
depend upon your prayerful and fi-
nancial support as we continue to 
make known the Cause and Charism 
of Venerable Mother Angeline Teresa, 
O.Carm., Foundress of the Carmelite 
Sisters for the Aged and Infirm. You 
are always in our prayers and remem-
bered in Holy Mass each month as we lift up your inten-
tions and well-being to the Lord.

You are probably aware that Mother Angeline from her 
childhood was deeply in love with and had a tremendous 
devotion to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and of the Sacra-
ment of the Holy Eucharist. The heart of the Rule of Saint 
Albert, which all Carmelites profess, notes the centrality of 
the chapel and the daily Eucharist in the religious life of 
Carmel. The constant witness of Mother Angeline and all 
of her writings and conferences, brought the Sisters back 
over and over again to the Eucharist, the great sacrament 
of Christ’s ongoing presence in our world and our Church, 
and how much joy Mother Angeline felt each time a new 
Carmelite Home was opened and “another tabernacle of 
the Lord” established to be the center of that facility. Ven-
erable Mother Angeline always provided beautiful flowers, 
beautiful vestments, and saw that beautiful music was in-
corporated into the liturgy of the Mass, as beauty elevates 
the soul while at the same time glorifying the Savior who 
comes to His people at the altar as food, healing, and grace. 
The liturgy was vitally important to her, and as a true con-
templative, she was known to spend many hours in silent 
prayer before the Eucharistic Lord, praying for the needs 
of her beloved old people, her dear Sisters, and her many 

priestly friends, family members and 
acquaintances who needed the Lord’s 
tender touch.

As the Bishops of the United States 
have called for a three-year Eucharis-
tic Revival beginning in June 2022, 
it is worthwhile to note that Mother 
Angeline was always stirring up devo-
tion to the Holy Eucharist and never 
failed to emphasize the Most Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar as the center, 
source and summit of Catholic life, 
in anticipation of that teaching of the 
Second Vatican Council. Each of us 
is called to renew our own devotion 
and appreciation of Christ present to 
us body and blood, soul and divinity 

in the Holy Eucharist, and join in reviving our Catholic 
devotion to the Lord really present in Holy Communion, 
the true source of holiness and strength for living a virtu-
ous and faithful Christian life.

Thank you so much for continuing to promote the Cause 
for the beatification and canonization of Venerable Mary 
Angeline Teresa. Please continue to help us make Mother 
Angeline known to others. Please continue your prayer-
ful and financial support of the Cause, and each time you 
share in the Holy Mass and Communion, possess that 
spirit of love for the Eucharist that Mother possessed, and 
share your devotion with others.

In Christ,

Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm.
Vice Postulator 

Greetings from  
Father Mario

Very Reverend Mario Esposito, 
O.Carm., Vice Postulator
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On January 21, 2023, the 39th anniversary of 
Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa’s passing to eter-
nal life, the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and 
Infirm held a Eucharistic celebration at Saint Te-
resa’s Motherhouse in Germantown, New York. 
The theme of this year’s celebration is ‘Venerable 
Mary Angeline Teresa: Exemplar of Hope.’ The 
Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm., Prior 
Provincial of the Carmelite Friars of the Saint 
Elias Province in Middletown, NY served as the 
principal celebrant. Concelebrating with Father 
Mario were Rev. James Donlon and Rev. Timothy 
Ennis, O.Carm.

The event was attended by invited members of 
the clergy, members of the McCrory family, friends 
of the Congregation, and The Carmelite Novices 
and Friars of the Brandsma Priory Novitiate in 
Middletown, NY. The Mass was live streamed to 
the public via the Carmelite Sisters website. 

Commemorating  
the 39th Anniversary  
of the Birth and Death  
of Venerable Mary  
Angeline Teresa  
McCrory, O.Carm.

New Gift Item “Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, 
O.Carm. Pocket Rosary”
Handcrafted under the supervision of the Carmelite Friars in Vietnam,  
hand knotted - measures 5” when stretched out flat. Ideal to carry in your 
pocket, purse, car, or backpack.
Pocket Prayer Card for a Special Intention included – measures 2.5” x 3.5”
$11.50 each including shipping.

NEW

Exemplar of Hope
Honor the Aged
Offer Up Sacrifice
Persevere in Darkness/Difficulty
Edify in Thought, Word, and Action

 -Sr. M. Sharon Rose Carmel, O.Carm.
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Excerpts from Fr. Mario’s homily:
…in working on Mother’s Cause for so many years, and look-

ing at her in the context of today, our Commission could not fail 
to notice that Mother Angeline, though certainly possessing the 
virtues of faith, and charity and compassion to an heroic degree, 
also excelled in the virtue of hope….A person of hope believes 
that God’s plan as revealed in Christ will not fail, and a hope-
filled person relies on God’s grace to step by step reveal that plan, 
God’s will, and give the strength to carry it out.

…From those who knew her, it was clear that her most ob-
vious and foundational virtue was faith – faith in God, in 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, faith and trust in the action of the Holy 
Spirit and Mary. She also had faith in the Church and its lead-
ers, bishops, and priests....And what was next? Hope. 

…Mother Angeline looked at Mary, Our Lady of Hope, as 
a model for herself and her Sisters….This hope is part of the 
charism and spirit of the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and 

Infirm and their ministry. Even when times are challenging, 
we have a grace-filled hope that God is with us, will direct us, 
and help us as he did Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa. 

The cross is a symbol of faith and the heart a symbol of char-
ity. The precious symbol of hope is the anchor, which I didn’t 
always understand. When the anchor is sent off the ship, it must 
and does find a secure place on which to rest. The anchor holds 
the ship in place, giving stability and grounding….My sisters 
and brothers – Mother Angeline was grounded in the anchor of 
hope, Christ our Lord – his promises, his presence, his grace to 
help in all things. Hope must grow in us as well. Where are we 
anchored? I would guess in moments of anxiety and fear, the 
anchor may not be in the right place. Mother Angeline can re-
mind us to be sure we are anchored in the right and secure place, 
our dear Lord, whose promises are always trustworthy. As the 
Letter to the Hebrews announced: ‘Let us rouse one another to 
love and good works” always anchored in Christ.’ 

Top Photos Left to Right: Offertory Profession,  
Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm.
Bottom Photos Left to Right: Rev. James Donlon,
Celebration Cake
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A massive art project commissioned 
by St. Bede Catholic Church in Wil-
liamsburg, VA, The Saints of St. Bede, 
includes 34 panels totaling approxi-
mately 1,360 square feet of handcraft-
ed mosaic art. The mosaic panels will 
grace the perimeter of the church and 
depict 162 saints, including those who 
are venerated as venerable and blessed 
by the Roman Catholic Church. Ven-
erable Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, 
O.Carm. is portrayed in this series of 
very large mosaics. 

The Saints of St. Bede illustrate all 
the saints of the Americas as well as 
other men and women who lived he-
roically virtuous lives worthy of imi-
tation or who were martyred for the 
Faith. Of the 162 who are depicted, 
120 of those are people who lived and 
worked in the Americas since about 
1530. The other 42 are saints whose 
lives span over 2000 years of Chris-
tian history and have a particular con-
nection to the parish of St. Bede, the 
Diocese of Richmond, or a special 
devotion expressed by a parishioner. 

Mother’s biography is also posted 
on St. Bede’s bulletin website for any-
one in the world to read. The biogra-
phies of the individuals in the mosaic 
project can be found on this webpage: 
www.bedeva.org/meet-the-saints-of-
saint-bede. Mother Angeline shares 
the panel with two other venerables: 
Venerable Henriette DeLille, S.S.F. 
and Venerable Alphonse Gallegos, 
O.A.R. Mother Angeline can be 
found on Panel 8.

All of the figures depicted are based 
on live models. First, the image is 
painted, and then it is enlarged to a 
cartoon as a reverse image measuring 5’ 
x 8’ and is sent to the mosaicists. Vene-
tian glass tiles are adhered to the draw-
ing, and then the panel is mortared 
into a brass frame that has a substrate 
underneath it. The panel, weighing 
260 pounds, has a beveled edge, and is 
held in place with a French cleat sys-
tem. The best way to ensure the qual-
ity, safety and completion of the panels 
was to have the artisans on site: Angel 
Ramiro Sanchez, the principal artist 
and designer of the project; Emanuele 

Barsanti of Barsanti Bronze Marble 
Mosaic, the “general artistic contrac-
tor” for the project; and Manrico Ber-
tellotti, the principal mosaicist. 

The project began in 2016 with a 
planned completion date of 4-5 years 
and an estimated cost of $1 million. 
The funds were procured through pri-
vate gifts and generous parishioners. 
To paraphrase the words of the Direc-
tor of Development of St. Bede Cath-
olic Church, Mr. Harold Samorian, Jr.,

‘It is our job to propagate the faith – 
to do this for generations to come, to help 
them learn about the Faith… One of 
the hopes is that each of us see ourselves 
in someone depicted… Some may have a 
connection with one of those marked by 
the sign of Faith.’ The Carmelite Sis-
ters, their families, the residents of the 
Homes, and members of the Mother 
Angeline Society surely do!

The Saints of the Americas around 
the Altar – mosaic program video can 
be found on online on the St. Bede 
Catholic Church YouTube channel.

The Saints of St. Bede Catholic Church  
in Williamsburg, VA includes Venerable  
Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O.Carm. 

Above: The panels on the perimeter 
of the Church and panel 8 depicting 
Mother Angeline
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Submitted by Sr. Michelle Moore, O.Carm.
The basic goal of an Activities Program 

in a Carmelite Home for the Aged is to 
help Residents reach their fullest physical 
and mental potential. Activities provide for 
social interactions, creative and self-expres-
sion, memory sharing and the stimulation 
of interests and hobbies. Activities help 
restore self-confidence, gives Residents a 
sense of security and most especially gives 
them reason to live as they look forward to 
participating.

Activities also helps Residents to increase 
their ability to create, like leading a song or 
a poem or creating color and design. How 
thrilled a Resident is when their artwork is 
posted on the bulletin board! They usually 
say, “That’s my work, isn’t it nice?” Some 
Residents come to Arts and Crafts for the 
first time and say, “I can’t do anything.” 
With assistance and encouragement, sud-
denly they say, “I did that!” A Resident was 
heard saying, “I learn something new every 
day.” It is also wonderful to see a Resident 
helping another with their art project. 

Participating in a group brings Residents 
much joy and helps them make friends. Bowling, sing-alongs, 
exercise, memory sharing and group activities also gives our Res-
idents something to look forward to. It is wonderful to observe 
residents interacting with each other during a social or group 
activity.

Music brings back so many memories, and music is included 
during a craft class or another activity, especially exercise. When 
I began the Activities Program, I had to learn some of the old fa-
vorite songs like Daisy, You Are My Sunshine, When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling, and If You’re Happy and You know it. Listening to 
the residents sing taught me the lyrics. 

Social activities including birthday parties, a weekly movie, 
and bingo bring laughter and joy to the Residents. Schools also 
provide entertainment with singing and band performances. 
Having activities twice a day lead to the need to create an activi-
ties calendar! The importance of activities can be summed up in 
three words – encouragement, motivation, and participation.

Ministry Corner  Recreation

Photos taken before COVID-19 - mandated PPE 
and social distancing guidelines are followed.
Top photo: Sr. Michelle Moore, O.Carm.  
with residents and volunteers
Bottom photo: Resident’s Art Show

Some Activities for You
The puzzles, word searches, and coloring 

pages aimed to help you learn more about  
Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, O.Carm.  
can be downloaded for free! Make as many 
copies as you want to share.
You can find The Mother Angeline Society 
Activity Pages for adults and children at  
https://motherangeline.org/childrens-activities
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Follow Us

Those who believe their prayers were 
answered through Mother Angeline 
Teresa’s intercession are encouraged 
 to contact the Carmelite Sisters,  
or you may write to:

The Postulator’s Office
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged  
and Infirm
600 Woods Road
Germantown, NY 12526
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ary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O

.C
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Venerable

Thank you for joining us in praying for the Cause for the  
Beatification and Canonization of Venerable Mary Angeline 
Teresa McCrory, O.Carm. Your interest and prayers will help 
make Mother more widely known which will help advance her 
Cause. The benefits as a member of The Mother Angeline So-
ciety are:

• Receiving a bulletin, issued twice each year
• Two masses offered every month of the year
• Special remembrances in the prayers of the  

Carmelite Sisters
• Intentions of the members are included in an annual  

novena of Masses in preparation for the Feast of  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Please consider bestowing an annual membership upon some-
one you know, to share in these benefits. An acknowledgement 
letter will be sent to the new member, along with a prayer card. 
An enrollment form can be found at the bottom of the insert in 
this bulletin. Thank you.

Members of The Mother Angeline Society


